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Military doctors are usuvally members of the Communist Party. They do, therefore,
receive bettes pay, free food and quarters and other privileges that non-military

} doctors do not receive. Civilian doctors receive 300 rubles per month for the
first five years after they graduste, This is raised to 350 rubles after five
years of service and 400 rubles after ten years, It iz difficult for a civilian
doctor vith a family to live on the pay and in order to wake more money doctors
will work at two places. For example, one would work from 8:00 AM to z;oo PM at

8 hospital and then work at & diapensery from 4:00 PM to 11:00 Pd, As a rule
civilian doctors are not allowed to have a private practice, There are exceptions
to this, es in the case of Party uembers and well-inown elderly medical professors.
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In general the working conditions of the Russian dentist are similar tothose of f
msdical doctors, However, dentists receive lese pay. Tuen too, they are ot t
required to spend as much time learning their profession, the demtistry course
being four years as cowpexed to five for the medicsl course, Doctors are treated
with a little more professional respect thar axe dentista.
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A1l college and university students receive the same political education. The
wmedical profession receives no special indoctrination.
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In city hosp.%els and dispensaries a doctor works 48 hours a week. IXn addf{tion,
four or five times a month he takes the 2/ hour hospitel duty. A doctor must
also conduct sanitary inspestions of grocery stores, restaurants, eic., in &n
area assigned tc lim.
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People become doctors because of professionsl interest, The rewards are rela-
tively good pay compared to the majority of people. People in respected sccial :
positions become doctors,

There is a general class discrimination common tc all Soviet colleges, For
exsmple, the student applicant must be politically relieble, There are preferences
and privileges given to the workers and peasants, Then, too, there are highsr
standards of requirements for the “intelligentsia”,

| An eppeal i
to the humane sentimente of doctors, pointing out. that the Soviet regime is !
responsible for low living atandarde, inadequate medical care and facilities,
and the general sufferings of the people would be the best appeal to the doetor to {
assist in simple pussive rexistance,

The doctors' complaints ugaivnat tue preseni system are as follows: Every doctor
must sexrve from thyee tu five years after finishing medical school vwherever the
Ministry of Health sends him, At timee even msrried couples, both doctors, are
sent to different parts of ibe USSR, Doctors also objJect to the fact that
private prectice ia rrohibited. A third cosmpleint voiced by the doctors is that
they are slways under surveillance by the political officiais snd suffer much
interference from them.
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They are caveful not to show their feelings and the majority of doctors do not
accept the situation philosophically,

Docztors are encoursged to improve their proficiency by taking correspondence
courses, reading medical journals and periodicsls and by attending medical cone-
ferences and meetings,
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